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Some beautiful (physician) words with respect to such: 

"As custodians of the public health physicians have a threefold responsibility, namely, the 
prevention and the cure of disease and, thirdly, the relief of suffering. Our attention and 
interests as regards prophylactic and curative measures should not overshadow the 
problem of those suffering from incurable maladies. Only too frequently when the decision 
has been made that specific therapeutic measures are not indicated we lose interest in the 
case although our sympathy for the patient may be great. Nothing is more trying than the 
care of a patient with an incurable disease who suffers great pain. Frequently these 
patients live a long time, and any measure that will make their last days more comfortable 
is a welcome addition to our therapeutic armamentarium." - Howard W. Fleming (1927) 

(Rest in peace, good sir). 
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